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al photographers, most who've used film all
their lives, which wOuld it be? That's the
quandary we were in nearly six months ago when this
article was conceived,

I f you gave a digital camera to six profession-

Some manufacturers just flatly refused to take .

part in this project, begging off with excuses of not
having equipment available, or balking at giving their
digicams to pros in return for pictures. Some felt their
equipment would fare poorly against other brands, so
we decided to level the playing field by giving each
pro the same camera, Still, no digicams forthcoming.

We ware almost on the verge of scrapping the
article when Big Yellow stepped up to the plate with
their new DC4800-a camera, they assured us, would
stand toe-to-toe with any in its class and outshoot
most. Thay put together a package including the cam-
erg, on accassory lens adapter, a set of auxiliary lens-
es (wide angle, telephoto, and close-up) a 128MB
Compact Flash memary card, and an extra Lithium-
lon battery.

As it turned out, most of the pros loved the
DCA4800 because it was a cinch to learn and had a
plethora of professional features (though some used
it only in its basic automatic mode). You be the judge,
now, of just how good an under-$800, 3IMP digicam
can be. The rules were simple. Use the highest reso-
lution with uncompressed TIFF or minimally com-
pressed JPEG, no fancy stuff with Photoshop, just
shoot for your own pleasure, and give us the best of
your take. In return, the camera and accessories are
yours. What a nice gift for the pros and our readers
this holiday season. Enjoy!
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“I'm always carrying around big bags
with lots of technology but the DC4800 is com-
pact, easy to hold, and feels good in your
hands. The cowboy modef in the elevator did-
n'’t have make-up on yet, but the fight was so
besutiful, | told my assistant to hold the ele-
vator bulton while | ran to my room (o get a
reflector. The black and white datail was
shocking ta me; we have made 11 x 17 black
and white prints with such detail, they look
like Zone [Ansel Adams’ quality] prints. An-
other of my favorites is Mike and Carmilia |
shot in cepa [sepia] which gives this father-
and-daughter shot a timeless effect. For the
“Face” shot, | wanted a look of surprise and
got it on the first shot. With digital, you know
you've got the shot, With flm we would have
had to keep shooting and the model would
have gotren really tired. Digital camerss en-
able beginners to learn how to compose therir
images faster than working with film.”

Contact: Helene DelLillo/212-334-6705
helene@dancingicon.com
www.dancingicon.com

“Psychotogically, it was easy working
with the camera, Theve is a siight delay after
you press the shutter but then [ realized | was
squeezing the shutter release too suddenly
so I began to hold it half way for @ momemt
and then shoot My first subject was a watch
on 8 background of peacock feathers. | used
tungsten light and a small “tent”™ made of mat-
te acetate that surrounded the watch to kW
harsh reflections. The result was most im-
pressive. Then, | shot my cat friend, Sam, with
studfo sirobes. A close-up using 8 +7 auxil-
iavy lens dehneated every whisker and even
the pores on his nose. | printed a straight 11

WAV 2NOtoROInt comidom

February 2001

N
e

x14 print on my Epson that was amazing. Over-
afl, using a digital camera was a very fberat-
ing expenence. I's easier than tradivonal pho-
tography and | can see myself using digital
for many of my future projects.”

Conmtact: Al Francekevich/212-691-7456

alfrance@earthlink.not
www, photographers.com/alfrancekevich
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